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ALADDIN

Poor young laundryman Aladdin is recruited by evil magician Abanazar to
fetch a lamp from a magic cave. After the magician attempts to double-
cross him, Aladdin finds himself trapped in the cave. With the aid of the
genie of the lamp, Aladdin becomes rich and powerful and marries the
Emperor's daughter and they live in a wonderful palace.

Abanazar returns and tricks Aladdin's wife into giving him the lamp. He
orders the genie of the lamp to send Aladdin’s palace away into the
desert. Fortunately, Aladdin still has the magic ring, and although the
slave of the ring cannot undo the magic of the genie of the lamp, he is
able to help him defeat Abanazar.

Ron Hall's Aladdin is a really traditional pantomime. There are lots of
corny jokes, a really bad baddy, a very butch dame, a beautiful princess
and of course Aladdin, who will save the day.

Add lots of singing and dancing and you have a great family show.
Act1l

Scene 1 —The market place in Old Peking
Scene 2 — Widow Twankey’s Laundry
Scene 3 — A garden near the Palace
Scene 4 — The market place

Scene 5 — The way to the cave

Scene 6 — The inside of the cave

Act 2

Scene 1 - Aladdin’s newly built palace
Scene 2 — The road to Africa
Scene 3 — The Palace moved to the desert



Cast:

Wishee Washee Allan Dover
Widow Twankey Gary Thompson
Aladdin Andrea Smith
Princess Lotus Blossom Verity Roberts
Abanazar Daniel Lander
Emperor Roo Ling Yu  John Taylor
One Long Pong Seb Allum
Minnie Meg Porter
Winnie Verity Green
Slave of the Ring Katie Dyet
Genie of the Lamp Luke Gerry
Vendor Rhys Lewis/Matthew Warner
Musicians:

Steve Page (keyboard)
Debra Warner (clarinet / saxophone)
Richard Lock (guitar)
Cleve Forty (bass)
Elli Morton (clarinet / saxophone)
Mark Langley Smith (drums)

Directed by Debbie Lock

Musical Director — Marianna Thompson
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Chorus:

Charlotte Allum
Becky Arlott
Joshua Ascroft
Abby Benson
Emma Butcher
Jordan Caldecourt
Esme Cottier
Sasha Dobner
Anna Dyet
Joanna Garrard
Katie Goodwin
Amelia Hunt
Chloe Jordison
Addie Rose Lewis

Fiona Merrick
Alex Oliver
Beth Porter

Kate Robbins

Georgia Stevens

Afton Stinnie

Carole Tappenden

Carolyn Taylor

Megan Taylor

Julia Thomas

Harriet Warher
Jo Webster
Jenny Whiffen
Karen Whiffen

There will be an interval of twenty minutes between Acts 1 and 2 when
refreshments will be available and (at evening performances) the raffle
will be drawn.

The bar is located in the school dining hall. It will be open for interval
drinks at evening performances, and drinks may be pre-ordered on arrival
in the Main Hall.



Behind the Scenes

Stage Manager Tom Woolman

Stage Crew Allan Merrick, Tim Gerry, lan Lee

Producer Fiona Merrick

Prompt Lois Wells

Set Design Jo Webster, Allan Dover

Costume Jeni Summerfield, Joan Lee,
Sharon Gerry

Props Keith Merrick, Fiona Merrick,
Carole Tappenden

Lighting Paul Mountford-Lister, Tim
Mountford-Lister, lan Chandler

Sound Gary Bates

Special Effects Alan Merrick

Posters Adrian Wells

Programmes Dave Headey

Front of House Co-ordinator Sandra Keen

Bar manager Gary Field

Front of House staff Jeff Barry, Janie Eyre-Brook,

Dave Headey, Denise Monk,
Jeni Summerfield, Ann Taylor,
Peter Webster
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Principal characters

Allan Dover (Wishee Washee)

Allan trained as an actor alongside Matt Lucas (of Little Britain, whom he
remembers as a practical joker!) and has worked in TV and theatre. His first
appearance with FDS was as a terrif ying Captain Hook in Peter Panto. More
recently he was seen in cameos as Hamlet and Heathcliff in Beauty and the Beast
and as the milkman in Our Town.

Gary Thompson (Widow Twankey)

After a gap of six years this is a welcome return to the stage for Gary, whose last
role with FDS was as Teddy Brewster in Arsenic and Old Lace. He is an experienced
panto performer, having been a frog in Alice in Wonderland, a weasel in Wind in
the Willows and Buttons in Cinderella, but this is his first ever appearance in drag.

Andrea Smith (Aladdin)

Andrea is a Dance and PE teacher who has finally returned to her performance
roots after getting itchy feet coaching everyone else! Embarking on only her
second appearance with FDS, Andrea has in the past taken on principal roles such
as Cinderella and the Sugar Plum Fairy. Her performance highlight to date is being
chosen to dance and represent her county in the Millennium Dome in 2000.

Verity Roberts (Princess)

Verity’s first appearance for FDS was as Cecily in The Importance of Being
Earnest, and she also took the title role in Peter Panto in 2008. We would have
liked to have seen her more often on stage but she and husband Austen have
been rather busy starting a family!

Daniel Lander (Abanazar)

Dan’s previous credits include Algernon in The Importance of being Earnest, Lloyd
Dallas in Noises Off, Mortimer Brewster in Arsenic & Old Lace, Nico in the award-
winning Albert, and Lopakhin in The Cherry Orchard. His last appearance was in
November as Doctor Gibbs in Our Town. Dan has worked in the past with Gordon
Kaye and Ricky Gervais.

John Taylor (Emperor)

John first appeared on stage in 1949 but it was only on joining FDS fifty years
later that he tackled panto. His panto roles now include Cinderella's Dad, Badger
in Wind in the Willows, the Old Man of the Sea and Mr Darling. John is also a very
experienced director, most recently treating us to The Cherry Orchard.

Seb Allum (One Long Pong)

Seb has now performed in four FDS pantos. Playing Michael in Peter Panto has
been his favourite role. Recently, he took part in the “real life” play Our Town
where he played the two Crowell Brothers: Joe and Si. Seb loves acting and has
ambitions to become a future Doctor Who and perform in the West End. He can't
wait for the first night!



Wishee Washee Song

Wishee Washee washes washing all day long
So we sing a Wishee Washee song
But we all wish Wishee Washee
All wish Wishee Washee
Would wishee wash his socks because they pong!
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New Members Welcome!
Faringdon Dramatic Society was formed sixty years ago in 1948.

Since then it has mounted over 130 productions, from pantomime to dramas,
comedies and Shakespeare. Recently we have carried off a number of awards
including the Ron Kench Shield for Drama for Dancing at Lughnasa in 2004.
Our current membership is 60, but new members are always welcome, and
there are opportunities for backstage and front of house personnel as well as

actors.

For up to date details of the Society or membership please visit our website:

www.faringdondramatic.org.uk

Or email us at webmaster@faringdondramatic.org.uk



