Delightfully down
the rabbit hole

IT must be a measure ofthe respeet, not just affection, in which members of Faringdon Dramatic
Society are held by local people, that all but the very first night of their elght pe
the pantomime Alice in Wonderland were virtually sold out

n the the

record of poor respons

Giv

4 lk 1o have seen Dave - produstion dominedy -

efforts of professional o
theatre companies in the town
and villages, audiences appear o virually only one hilarious scene
be voling with their feet. 1o whet our appetites. Rob
o wonder, given the talent and  Siredder. & seasoned enteriiner
e gl o prodction it butn 0 b Farngdon stz
consistently achieved by our even m show of his
home-grown version. T e e
Fun though the audience un- erwise rather laid-back porurayal
doubtedly found it this was ot of the henpecked

Ki

sonal romp with ill-
learned Tines and cobbled-to-
gether costumes. 1t was 4 class  offered
production, where the very
youngest, smallest pussy cat at
the back of the chorus was as
well turned out and schooled as
those who got all dolled up for
the major knockabout parts.
“The children were brilliant, But
among the more seasoned pe
formers, who will ever forget the
mad, mad caricature of the Mad

Carolyn Taylor's beautifull

eraphed by one of the you
herself. Rebecca Lock). Butina.

Bullock? The wonder i that his
daughter, a 13-year-old with a
stagecrafl mature way beyond
her years, managed (o mainiain
her wonderful performance as

ice without “corpsing’ at his

antics.
‘The versatlity of husband-and.
wife team Jo and Peter Webster
ave us, respectively, 4 crazily
authoritarian Queen of Hearts
and a splendidly zoonish March
Hare. Lucy Waiden as the knay-
ish tart-stealer and Joan
Fish the footman made the most
of their supportin

vy Walden (v of Heact) sl Damin Bulock
as the maddest of Mad Hat

roles, butone




